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The Feminist Architecture Assembly brought together
more than fifty architects, spatial practitioners,
researchers, and community builders from across
the country, who were all actively working to
transform architectural practice through feminist
values. This assembly is an initiative by PAF - platform
voonr architectuur en feminisme and L'architecture qui
dégenre, and took place in Belgium on February 7th,
2025.

The assembly asks: How can feminist modes of spatial
practice be connected and amplified in Belgium? How
can we create the conditions for feminist anchitecture
and urbanism? And how can we build more equitable
futures through our work?

The primary aim of the gathenring is to strengthen
connections, share knowledge, and foster
collaboration. Togethenr, we want to craft new
narratives that shape feminist practices in the built
environment. This initiative serves as a platform for
discussing how feminist spatial practitioners and
organizations can build lasting alliances in Belgium,
empowenring future generations of designers and
activists.

The Feminist Architecture Assembly in Belgium is
moderated by Evelien Pieters and Apolline Vranken,
building upon the legacy of previous initiatives by the
New Institute and IABR (Catherine Koekoek) in
Rotterdam.
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PAF x L’architecture qui degenre

L'architecture qui dégenre est une plateforme qui questionne
I'ordre dominant, construit I'égalité, édifie I'optimisme. L'asbl
est un espace de partage des pratiques et des connaissances
en rapport avec I'égalité architecturale, artistique et urbaine.

L'architecture qui dégenre est a l'initiative des premiéres

Journées du Matrimoine en Belgique (depuis 2019) et de la
Saison Matrimoine (depuis 2021). L'association crée et organise
des visites guidées féministes, des formations et des workshops
sur le genre et la ville. Elle accompagne egalement les architectes,
urbanistes et décideur-euses pour intégrer la dimension du genre
dans les projets d'architecture.

PAF (platform voor architectuur & feminisme) is een community waar
vrouwen, en iedereen die zich betrokken voelt, kennis en ervaringen
delen over de architectuursector in Vlaanderen en daarbuiten.

We spreken over hoe de werkcultuur en vastgeroeste normen in de
sector het gebrek aan perspectieven mede veroorzaken, én over hoe
we vanuit alternatieve, feministische waarden kunnen vormgeven aan
de architectuurpraktijk.
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Programme

13:25 - 15:15 Story Circle

15:15 - 15:25 Coffee break

15:25 - 16:30 Toolshare: practitioners share a
specific tool, strategy or skill

16:30 - 17:15 Group discussion and building
alliances

17:15 - 18:30 Drinks @Cafe Boudin







Tool share

Petra Pferdmenges (Alive Architecture) - Public Space 4 Her

With her socio-spatial design agency Alive, Petra Pferdmenges focuses on inclusive and

participatory urban development in Brussels.

The Public Space 4 Her Project began by testing ideas in Molenbeek, and then the team returned
to public space to test these concepts using cardboard. The young women involved made the
decisions, painted, and created an installation. The participatory construction site tock two
weeks to complete. Politicians visited to discuss urban transfermation. The public space is now
used by both men and women, but it was built by women, and the space is designed for everyene.

A publication was created to document the project.

This initiative is the starting point of a series of projects. The project will continue in the Creative

Europe partner cities Nicosia and Ljubljana. You ean find more details on the website of Alive

Architecture

Louise Deprins (A2D Architects) - Reimagining Motherhood in Architecture

Louise Deprins has been working as an architact since 2015. She started her talk by saying she is
a mother to a daughter, and at the momeant pregnant with twins. Louise feels fortunate to be a
woman in Belgium. However, upon entering motherhood, she encountered significant economic
challenges as a self-employed architect. She faced difficult choices and struggled to balance her
professional life with motherheood. There was no support from I'Ordre des Architectes de
Belgique francophone et germanophone, and when she inquired about maternity leave, they
informed her she could unsubscribe from the register during maternity leave and return
afterwanrds. She was shocked by this response. This led her to delve deeper into statistics
regarding women in the profession and whether the issue was personal or structural. The data
revealed a significant gender dispanity, with a sharp drop in the numbenr of women compared to

men, especially after motherhood. There is no gendenr gap at the start of a career, but it emerges

when it comes to balancing motherhood and work.







2 Flaalina Ba¥yin (Elocabna Bayin) - Edalitanian Houcing in Action: lnaioghta
k& Elseline Bazin (Elseline Bazin) - Egalitarian Housing in Action: Insights
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Collective conversation and building alliances
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* Instagram: @architecturequidegenre
« Website & nieuwsletter: www.architecturequidegenre.be
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